Vessel Constr. & Repair Bus. Summit
Welcome & Opening Remarks

Good Morning Friends, Comrades & to borrow a line from an esteemed mentor, “Good Morning Sons & Daughters of Mother Africa!”, my name is RC fm the City of Dbn’s Investment Auth known as DIPA, the Dbn Inv Promo Ag

It’s my privilege & pleasure 2 welcome U 2 the Vessel Constr. & Repair Bus. Summit this morning; another milestone in the collective work of our Maritime Cluster colleagues incorporating the 3 spheres of Government, it’s Agencies & Parastatals, plus that of our valued maritime Business Leaders, in partnership with esteemed tertiary institutions.  A Special welcome to…

whom have taken time fm their busy schedules to demonstrate their support in underlining the importance of this broad sector to our City, Province & Country.  Thank you Ladies & Gentlemen.  All protocols observed & my apologies if I missed the entry of a VIP which I may have neglected to recognize.  You are all extremely important in the eyes of God.
Turning to things Maritime, I’m told that one of Durban’s former harbor masters occasionally used to remark that without its port Durban would become another Port Shepstone. Without detracting from the great value and desirable attractions of our beautiful Hibiscus Coast, that quote is a useful reminder of the interdependency of the port , its adjacent city, and the businesses which drive this broad sector. Indeed, since ocean going vessels 1st arrived on our shores in the year 1497, the importance of vessel construction and repair has been ever increasing for Durban. Remember the harbor entrance channel sandbars & how they plagued Mariners?!
 Now nearly 513 years later, Durban as one of the world’s busiest ports, is continually working to address the infrastructure & operational requirements of the advancing new Millennium.  Likewise, the Maritime Cluster Businesses, plus others in support such as our speakers today, are here to help unpack and address some of our SWOT’s in need of rapid attention.  You’ll hear of the Finance aspects, Skills, Policy & Transformation, Export Markets & Marketing, Labour Laws & employment, cluster industrial park opportunities, & perhaps even launching or mooring facilities. 
As we know, extensive port upgrades are currently underway, with the top priority being sustainable development of Durban as a premier status port which will help transform our Province into a better defined & optimized logistics hub. To match this, it is incumbent on us all to ensure the fullest support for, & growth of all the manufacturing, service & supply firms in this broad Maritime sector.   Those actively involved on a daily basis are dealing with myriad issues of Locality & proximity to markets; Infrastructure, Equipment levels & parts challenges; local & international Capability issues, Cost competitiveness, Supply Chain effects, BBBEE Opportunities, domestic & foreign competition , Regulatory or legislative challenges, market access or representation, plus finance and cash-flows to name a few.  For the good of the Vessel Constr & Repair sector, and the approx 5 000 people directly employed , along with the boat-building sub-sector now employing around 3500 people, we must continue to focus our efforts into engagements such as today, and deliver on the expected outcomes.

 Whilst we have a joint Transnet/City operationalised plan covering the various infrastructure upgrades, and operating improvements, it’s extremely pleasing to also see industry coming together in a more cohesive manner to not only partner with ourselves, but also with fellow colleagues, & even competitors alike in the private sector.  It is good to hear of the following as potential strong points for some in the industry, in as far as performance is concerned. Some enjoy:
*      Relatively favourable labour conditions

*      Conformance with international standards

*      Availability of steel, although counteracted by import parity pricing

*      Experienced top management

*   Strong support structures in the marine and maritime education training and resources

*      Location (ship-repair)

*      Good Climate for longer building periods &
*      Good reputation for quality and reliability

The challenges & opportunities already upon us however are still too great for us to stand apart, rest on laurels, or to react sluggishly.  With the Maritime Industry in Durban contributing approx 2.0 percent of the national GDP, these many Billions being currently managed, plus the potential Billions more we could still collectively secure, this must motivate us to pay close attention today, to contribute robustly, and to meaningfully chart a clear course to ensure safe passage for all our maritime sector players. 
One such co. I’d wish to take this opportunity to congratulate is local sail manufacturer, Quantum Durban whom have just helped international championship yacht teams win both the J24 World Championships & the J/22 Worlds 2010, using sails built by the Durban loft.  Quantum Durban has now made a clean sweep of the 2 toughest J/Boat classes in the World. 

Quantum's design team has been working closely with the J-22 and J-24 teams in Europe, South Africa and the US to take their already fast sail designs and shapes and integrate all the best ideas on finishing and construction. Every Quantum J-22 sold worldwide is now being built in their One Design loft in Durban, South Africa.  Well done to all.

I thank you for allowing me to give this Opening & Welcome, and I will now round off by offering a Prayer of thanksgiving and petition.  Heavenly Father,…
Thank you & enjoy today.

